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[bookmark: _GoBack]How fear was used to justify Lynchings
In Well’s The Red Record, one of the excuses used for lynchings against the Africam Americans in the 1890s was that the white man wanted to stop the black men from conducting race riots. This was followed by horrifying killings of the American-Africans.  It was alleged that these riots were planned by the Negros. As a result, only the negros were slaughtered during the riots. Many of the other blacks that were killed were alleged to be part of the rebellion, however, none of the blacks arrested in the riots was found guilty. When this excuse seemed not to materialize, the whites established other excuses. 
In the above excuse, I find the whites using fear to justify the killing of the negros. In this manner, the whites used fear as a tool to silence the Negros. Most of the accusations according to The Red Record came after the Ngroes were emancipated, which denied the white men full authority over the black men. Giving freedom to the slaves created a feeling of intimidation among the white. In my opinion, the whites must have felt that the blacks would eventually become prominent and even revenge for the oppression. This is evident in the fact that despite the negroes being accused of rioting, they were never prosecuted for it. Neither were the whites prosecuted for killing the black people. I may, therefore, conclude that the white men were acting out of fear of African-Americans’ domination and used fear to justify the killings. 
